404                         MEMOIRS OF
"I write to say there is no doubt about the matter. I did not send any message whatever to that dinner nor authorize anyone to convey a message."
This was published April I4th. Meantime Mr. Wilson had received two lengthy and remarkable letters from Mr. Tumulty, dated April I2th and I3th. They undertook to explain the circumstances of the delivery of the Wilson "message". With a wealth of detail Mr. Tumulty recalled his visit to Mr. Wilson on the Friday preceding the dinner. Quite accurately, so Mr, Wilson told me, Mr. Tumulty repeated the substance of some of their conversation. Then he went on to say that he left the house certain that Mr. Wilson intended die gist of this as a message to the dinner. The fact is that, having previously declined to send a message to the dinner, Mr. Wilson, in the account he gave me of that talk, complimented Tumulty on his good taste in not bringing the subject up again during their conversation.
Thus do men see things as they wish to see them. I should not, at this late date, mention the existence of those two letters had not Mr. Tumulty given them to Mr. William Allen White for publication in Mr. White's biography of Woodrow Wilson. Their appearance has conveyed to many an erroneous impression of what occurred, particularly as Mr. Tumulty closes his last letter (see page 509 of Mr. White's book) with words that speak of "this message" of greeting that he had delivered and assured Mr. Wilson that u it had embarrassed him in any fashion and a rebuke was in order Mr. Tumulty would not complain or wince under it.
"This message" again. There was no message. My husband had explicitly refused to send one. Had Mr. Tumulty been fair enough to give Mr. White the full correspondence between himself and Mr. Wilson that fact would have been made dear.
Indignant at this preposterous camouflage and at Mr. Tu-